
Northern Wyoming Community College District — Sheridan 
College

MUSC 1425 History of Rock Music (3 credits)
Spring 2010 • Tuesdays & Thursdays • 2:00-3:20 PM

Whitney 174 • Music Department • Humanities Division
proferickson.com/cke/musc1425

login: musc
password: 1425

Instructor and Contact Information
Dr. Christian Erickson
Office Whitney 107 (adjunct office)
Office hours: MWF 10:00 AM-11:50 AM; TTh 3:30 PM-4:00PM
(307) 674-6446, extension 3050 (non-urgent messages only)
chris@proferickson.com (preferred method of contact)

Course Description
This course examines the historical, musical, and socioeconomic development of rock music from 
its origins to today. Major stylistic trends, performers, producers, and songwriters are studied. 
Emphasis is on the development of tools for critical thinking and intelligent listening. No prior 
musical experience is assumed.

Prerequisites & Co-requisites
None other than a desire to rock hard.

Purpose
The purpose of this course is to expand studentsʼ knowledge and appreciation of the musical, 
historical, and social aspects of rock music. MUSC 1425 History of Rock Music fulfills the Visual & 
Performing Arts elective for the Associate of Arts and Associate of Science degrees.

University of Wyoming Cultural Context-Arts (CA) Transferability
This course fulfills the Cultural Context-Arts (CA) requirement of the 2003 University Studies 
Program. The focus of Cultural Context-Arts (CA) courses is on forms of communication and 
expression central to the arts. Students will learn to understand the role of the fine arts in society 
and in your own life through creative and critical activities. Students will learn to think flexibly and 
intuitively, to solve problems in innovative ways, and to link their knowledge and sensations. In CA 
courses, students will study the history, appreciation, and criticism of the arts, and/or make art.

Course Format & Grading
Lecture/Letter

Texts/Materials
• Charlton. Katherine, Rock Music Styles (5th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2007
• Pens, pencils, erasers, notebook, etc.
• Access to a computer with an internet connection and a browser, or equipped with a CD-ROM 

drive and media player software
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Minimum Student Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, the student will:
• Identify rock music’s precursory styles that contributed to its origins
• Describe the musical characteristics of various rock styles
• Associate major artists with their respective styles and movements
• Aurally recognize major rock styles, notable performers, and historically important recordings

Approximate Final Grade Evaluation
" 50% — Unit Exams
" 20% — Homework Assignments
" 20% — Quick Quizzes Over Listening Assignments
" 10% — Group Presentation

Descriptions of Graded Course Components

Unit Exams: [Five total, each worth 10% of your final grade] Five exams will be administered at 
regular periodic intervals throughout the semester. Exams will cover material from the text, 
handouts, class activities, films, assignments, and lectures. Please make immediate note of exam 
days on our attached course schedule and resolve any conflicts well in advance.

Homework Assignments: [Five total, each worth 4% of your final grade] These assignments will 
be derived from the critical thinking questions in your textbook. They are graded as pass/fail. 
Students will complete the assignments by visiting our course website.

Quick Quizzes: [17 total, each worth about 1% of your final grade] Timed quick quizzes based on 
the prior meetingʼs listening assignment will be administered throughout the semester during the 
first five minutes of each class. These quizzes cannot be made up, so please be punctual for our 
meetings.

Group Presentation: [Worth 10% of your final grade] Toward the end of semester, students will 
will team up into small groups to give a short in-class presentation over an assigned topic. The 
actual length of the presentation will depend on the size of the class, but will probably be 
somewhere in the 10- to 15-minute range. Details regarding the specific requirements of this 
assignment will be handed out later in the semester. 

Attendance & Participation: Although not computed directly into your grade, attendance and 
participation are vital to learning. Students are expected to attend class regularly, arrive on time, 
and stay for the entire session. You are responsible for learning all material covered in class 
whether you are present or not. If you do miss a meeting or a portion of one, please ask a 
classmate if you may review his or her notes.

Website
An online companion website for this course is available at proferickson.com. Here youʼll find 
printable documents (such as the syllabus and other handouts, as well as transcriptions of 
presentation slides used in the lectures), links to useful sites, and audio files of the musical works 
studied in this class. Please make extensive use of the resource, and donʼt hesitate to ask me for 
help if you have difficulty accessing the site or the posted media. As the class site contains 
copyrighted material, the audio files are posted in a password-protected directory. You can access 
them using the login information at the top of the first page of this syllabus.
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Late and Incomplete Assignments
Students are expected to complete all assignments by prescribed due dates. The “due date” is the 
beginning of the meeting following an assignment unless otherwise noted on the course calendar. 
Assignments submitted after the due date will be assessed a flat 35% penalty. I will accept late work 
up until the final day of class, so do not simply “blow off” an assignment because the due date is 
past and itʼs subject to a late penalty. Partial credit is always better than no credit at all.

Absences and Make-up Exam and Quiz Policy
In cases of school-sponsored activities or illness resulting in an absence by the student, it is the 
studentʼs responsibility to notify the instructor in advance of the missed class. Absences with 
advance notice are considered “excused.” Students are responsible for all reading, listening and 
other homework assigned during the absence. Absences without prior notification to the instructor 
(“unexcused”) will automatically result in forfeiture of any possible points associated with the missed 
class. 

Make-up exams are administered at the instructorʼs discretion. A maximum of one exam may be 
made up (subsequent missed exams will result in a zero for each one missed). Typically, exams 
missed as a result of an excused absence (see above) will be administered in advance of the exam 
date or as soon as possible after the exam date associated with the missed exam. 

Exams missed due to an unexcused absence will be subject to the 35% late penalty described 
above, and will administered at a time mutually convenient to the instructor and student. As an 
incentive for students to make in-class exams a priority in this course, all make-up exams, whether 
excused or not, are in a formal essay format that most students find more difficult than the regular 
in-class exams. Exams are marked in bold on your course calendar for your planning convenience. 
Please resolve any conflicts with these dates as soon as possible, and see me promptly if you have 
a scheduled obligation that conflicts with an exam date.

Quick Quizzes over the previous meetingʼs listening assignments are also marked in bold on the 
calendar. Unlike exams, these quizzes cannot be made up or completed in advance due to absence 
(excused or otherwise) or tardiness. There are no exceptions to this policy. Fortunately, each 
individual quiz counts for a very small percentage of your final grade, missing one or two of them 
will not substantially effect your final score in the class. However, missing several of them will effect 
your final score. Please arrive a few minutes before class begins so youʼre ready when the quiz 
commences. 

Course Withdrawal/Petition for Incomplete Grade
On occasion, unforeseen circumstances may interfere with a studentʼs ability to complete a course 
or to accomplish a satisfactory level of personal academic achievement. If you find yourself in this 
situation, I encourage you to visit with me regarding your options. Rarely is a grade unsalvageable if 
a student is willing to take the steps necessary to rectify it. If, however, a student is ever unable to 
fully devote his or her energies to the coursework, withdrawal may be the best option. Consult the 
collegeʼs academic calendar for the withdrawal deadline. Paperwork for withdrawals can be 
obtained from the Office of Records and Admissions.

A temporary grade of “I” or “incomplete” is available to students who cannot finish the course due to 
an emergency situation that arises late in the semester. The administration of an incomplete is at 
the instructorʼs discretion. Although I can be flexible depending on the circumstances of the student, 
my general policy is that the student should have at least 75% of the course completed and have a 
current grade of C or better at the time of the request for the incomplete grade. The incomplete 
portion of the course must be completed by the end of the semester following the request (summer 
sessions excluded) or the “I” will revert to an “F.”
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Northern Wyoming Community College District Policies
• Academic Honesty Statement: Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of 

academic honesty and integrity. Academic honesty means performing all academic work without 
lying, cheating, deceit, plagiarism, misrepresentation, or unfairly gaining advantage over any other 
student. Violations of academic honesty are in violation of District standards for student conduct 
and shall result in disciplinary action

• Disability Statement: Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in 
this class are encouraged to contact the advising office as soon as possible to ensure such 
accommodations may be implemented.

• A complete list of official college policies can be found on the NWCCD website by pointing your 
browser to this shortcut: http://www.hurl.ws/eyk

A Final Word of Warning 
Rock music was born of anti-establishment attitudes. Its history is populated by anarchists, cretans, 
junkies, miscreants, naughty-persons, outcasts, punks, rapscallions, racists, reprobates, rogues, 
scoundrels, sexists, and whipper-snappers. The behavior of said individuals may be inconsistent 
with your own personal code of morals and ethics. You may encounter the occasional profanity-
laced lyric or quote, or a fleeting shot of nudity caught on film. Please approach the study of our 
topic with an academic and objective attitude. Remember, we neither condemn or condone such 
behavior…we only try to put it into an appropriate social, historical, and musical context.
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